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WE KNOW WHEN CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

HAVE ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTH CARE; 

THEY DO BETTER IN SCHOOL AND ARE 

MORE LIKELY TO EXCEL IN LIFE.

Maintain CHIP State Match: Medicaid and CHIP is a 
primary source of coverage for over 40% of Ohio’s children. 
In Ohio, children with incomes between 150 and 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Level and without health insurance are eligible 
for CHIP. Ohio provides these approximately 225,000 CHIP 
eligible children the Medicaid benefit. In 2017, for the first  
time in a decade, the Ohio child uninsurance rate jumped  
from 3.8% to 4.5%. Maintaining Medicaid/CHIP coverage  
is a priority for Voices for Ohio’s Children. Voices supports  
the approximately $200 million increase in the budget that 
supports the increased state match.

Funds Needed for Outreach & Enrollment of 
Children in Medicaid: Between March 2017 and 
December 2017, 38,000 fewer children were enrolled in 
Medicaid. Increasing family income explains only part of the 
significant enrollment drop. Employer coverage is not rising in 
Ohio. Voices supports $4 million in additional funds to identify, 
enroll and retain eligible children. This investment would 
leverage close to $8 million, supporting at least one outreach 
and enrollment worker in all 88 counties and multiple workers 
in counties with high rates of enrollment decline. 

Invest an Additional $50 million in Evidence-
Based Home Visiting Programs to Give Children 
the Best Possible Start in Life: The first thousand days 
of a child’s life are critical in the formation of brain architecture 
and optimizing the child’s developmental potential. Home 
visiting, which starts when mom is pregnant, will reduce 
infant mortality and improve children’s social, emotional and 
cognitive readiness for school. Home visiting not only impacts 
infant mortality and child health, but also empowers families to 
be more resilient, better able to handle stress, and are more 
self-sufficient. These investments ensure that children are safer, 
healthier, and on track to grow and learn.
 

Invest to Improve Ohio’s Dismal Infant  
Mortality Rate: Voices supports funding efforts to  
decrease our high rates of infant mortality. Voices supports 
Program Series 7950A which invests $5.5 million in local 
programs that support the reduction of infant mortality through 
demonstration grants to community-based health groups and 
supports the Certified Pathways Community HUB model to 
serve up to 1,000 high risk pregnant Ohioans. We also support 
the investments posed by the Ohio Department of Medicaid 
for home visiting services and infant vitality efforts in targeted 
communities over the next biennium.

Invest for Children to Maximize Benefits 
Available through Ohio Medicaid: Voices believes  
that there are children not utilizing the promise of Medicaid’s 
Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment 
component. Many families suffer from long waits for speech 
therapy, and insufficient availability of mental health providers  
and pediatric dentists. We recommend the Ohio General 
Assembly consider a targeted investment in providers whose 
services are related to child physical and mental health. 

Limit Children’s Exposure to Lead: When young 
children are exposed to lead, their physical, mental, and emotional 
development are adversely affected. Developmental delay, 
long-term learning difficulties, hearing loss, and seizures are just 
some of the challenges due to lead poisoning The $22 million 
investments to make more of Ohio homes and environments 
lead-safe is truly an investment in early childhood. Voices supports 
the increase in Environmental Health/Radiation Protection, 
including support for lead abatement in homes. We are concerned 
that funding control of lead hazards in about 175 homes is far too 
low to meet the need. Voices urges the Ohio General Assembly 
to strengthen enforcement of current lead inspection laws and 
convene a State Task Force, led by the Children’s Initiatives 
Director (including local and state agencies, families impacted by 
lead, experts in child development, health, housing and education, 
and others), to develop a comprehensive primary prevention plan.
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Maintain Medicaid Expansion: Voices for Ohio’s Children 
supports the Medicaid expansion. About one third of the adults 
benefiting from the Medicaid expansion are parents. Being able to pay 
for their health care makes it more likely they can work to support 
their children. Moreover, research shows that the children of parents 
who have health coverage are more likely themselves to be covered.

Provide More Support to Foster Youth, Foster/Kin 
Families, & the Child Welfare System: 

• Young people who experience foster care lag behind 
their general population peers when it comes to graduating 
high school or getting a job. Targeted transition services, like 
those offered by the Bridges Program can help. Voices fully 
supports funding for Bridges, a program that supports youth  
as they emancipate from foster care. We advocate for full 
funding for the program.

• Foster care and Kinship supports: We support the  
$8.5 million to support struggling grandparents and other kin 
care providers who unexpectedly find themselves caring for 
children, investments to expand the kinship navigator programs 
and dollars to improve the recruitment of foster parents. 

• As Ohio has ranked dead last in the country for state 
investments for child welfare. Voices supports increasing 
the state’s child protective allocation by $30 million per year  
for a total of $90 million annually to support the system.

• States across the country grapple with implementation 
of the Family First and Prevention Services Act. The act 
is revolutionary in that it reforms federal child welfare financing 
streams and aims to prevent children from entering foster care 
by allowing federal reimbursement for mental health services, 
substance use treatment, and in-home parenting skill training. 
It also seeks to improve the well-being of children already in 
foster by incentivizing states to reduce placement of children 
in congregate care. A change this big requires thoughtfulness 
and planning for a smooth implementation. We support an 
allocation to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
to support agency readiness.

 

Support Increased Eligibility for Subsidized  
Child Care: At the point of application for a child care subsidy, 
parents’ income cannot exceed 130% of the Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL). This leaves many parents unable to afford child care. 
The Governor recognized in his budget priorities the importance 
of increasing eligibility to 150% of the FPL, but chose not to fund  
it in this budget cycle. This should be a priority during this2020-
2021 budget. Ohio’s eligibility level is third lowest in the country, 
and is at 40% of the Ohio median income, while the median state 
sets its eligibility level at 55% of the median income.

Fully Refundable Earned Income Tax Credit: The 
earned income tax credit (EITC) is our nation’s most powerful 
anti-poverty program. Unfortunately, Ohio’s earned income 
tax credit is weak, because it is nonrefundable, only 10% of the 
federal EITC and has an income cap. The current credit only helps 
5% of Ohio lowest income families. A refundable, uncapped 
EITC at 20% would help more of Ohio’s working families make 
ends meet. We appreciate the changes that the Senate made to 
the state EITC in the Transportation budget, which removed the 
income cap and increases it from 10% to 30% of the federal 
credit. However, we fully support a refundable EITC.

Accurate Census Count: When we miss young children 
in the census, it has serious consequences for them, their 
families, their communities and our nation-with many of those 
consequences lasting for at least 10 years. Researchers believe  
that up to 2 million children under the age of 5 could be missed  
in the count, for a variety of reasons. Roughly 300 federal 
programs use census-derived data to allocate more than $800 
billion in funding annually, included nearly $160 billion just on 
programs for children. Under counting kids would put these 
federal dollars at risk, leading to underfunded programs that are 
critical for family stability and opportunity. Voices support funds 
to be allocated to form a State Complete Count committee to 
ensure that Ohio is ready for the Census Count in 2020.
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“IT IS EASIER TO BUILD STRONG CHILDREN  

THAN TO REPAIR BROKEN MEN.” 

– Fredrick Douglass



CONTACT US: 
ph: 614-221-5204

VISIT: 
www.RaiseYourVoiceForKids.org

info@raiseyourvoiceforkids.org • 33 N. Third St., Suite 420 • Columbus, OH 43215

A GOOD EDUCATION IS A FOUNDATION 

FOR A BETTER FUTURE.” 

– Elizabeth Warren

Support Investments for Wrap-Around Services: 
We know that after-school programs improve the ABCs, 
attendance, behavior and coursework. Yet, there is not  
stand-alone funding beyond pass-through dollars administered 
through the Ohio Department of Education from the federal 
government set aside for out-of-school-time programming. 
We are hopeful that the addition of $550 million—for student 
wellness and success aimed at supporting students who are 
at-risk and those affected most by poverty in the state—will 
allow for greater student success as they are given access to 
programs to allow them to explore new interests and learn 
new skills; programs which will connect them to a network  
of caring and committed adults, teachers, mentors, 
employers, and others—who offer guidance and 
encouragement. We see afterschool programs as  
fulfilling an importance role in the education of young  
people. We hope that afterschool programs can maximize 
these investments as they support youth.

Support Investments Aimed at the  
Prevention of Addiction & Drug Abuse: 
The Governor’s budget invests $20 million to provide Ohio’s 
schools with free, evidence-based prevention curricula and 
professional development for school personnel. This new 
investment in Ohio’s schools to combat Ohio’s drug  
epidemic allows for partnership between the Ohio 
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services  
and the Ohio Department of Education. This partnership  
will allow schools to positively reach students to utilize  
evidence-based education programs to give students  
methods that are effective.
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