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To build a greater community, we must begin with greater kids. Voices for Ohio’s Children helps ensure that the 
needs of Ohio’s 3 million children are prioritized at the local, state and federal levels. Our advocacy plays a big role in 
educating and influencing the community and public officials about sound public policies that help children succeed.

OUR MISSION 
Voices for Ohio’s Children advocates for public policy that improves the well-being of Ohio’s children and their 
families by building nonpartisan collaborations among the private, public and not-for-profit sectors.

OUR VISION  
is for children’s interests to be at the top of every community’s agenda so all of Ohio’s children are poised for success.

Supporting foster youth reaching for higher education, Ohio Reach improves post-secondary outcomes for foster care 
youth and alumni through leadership, empowerment, advocacy, research and networking (L.E.A.R.N.).

ABOUT

ABOUT

THE PRINTING COSTS OF THIS BRIEF WERE UNDERWRITTEN  

BY UNITEDHEALTHCARE COMMUNITY PLAN.
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This brief was written in consultation with the Ohio Reach Advisory Board—which exists to promote 
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and training, including the annual Ohio Reach Summit.

CONTENTS:   
Introduction 1

Underlying Factors  2

Work to Date 3

Societal Impact/The Numbers 3

Comparing 26-Year Olds 4

Tackling the Issue 5-7

Leadership & Empowerment 8

Advocacy & Research 9

Networking 10-12

What’s Recommended 13

Next Steps for Ohio 14

Sources 15



1

INTRODUCTION

COLLEGE PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE TO SECURE GOOD JOBS, 
ADVANCE IN THEIR CAREERS, ACHIEVE 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE AND BUILD 
IMPORTANT SOCIAL NETWORKS. FOR  
YOUTH FROM FOSTER CARE, COLLEGE  
CAN MEAN FREEDOM FROM THEIR PAST  
AND THE ABILITY TO CHOOSE A FUTURE 
RICH WITH POSSIBILITIES.” 1   

Because youth that have grown up in foster care deserve every opportunity  

their parent—the State of Ohio—can give them, Ohio Reach was created as a 

multi-system collaborative effort among leaders in higher education and child 

welfare, to support foster youth higher education success. Its mission is to 

improve post-secondary education and training outcomes for youth in foster care 

through advocacy, leadership, networking and empowerment. Ohio Reach aims 

to give secondary students the vision and guidance necessary to begin preparing 

for successful post-secondary education and training experience. This includes 

the encouragement, support and direction for attainable goals as a path for their 

personal transition success, the supports needed to persist, and the expectation to 

complete a postsecondary program—that leads to employment.

Ohio Reach was initiated by foster scholars themselves and a handful of Ohio 

child welfare and higher education individuals who were passionate about 

improving higher education access and outcomes for young adults form foster 

care. Ohio Reach has created a vision that successful engagement in higher 

education can provide foster scholars with a transformative post foster care 

experience. This new initiative has garnered generous support from an anonymous 

donor, national foundations such as Casey Family Programs and the Dave 

Thomas Foundation for Adoption, and recently with a multi-year grant from 

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine. 

“
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH WHO FIND 
THEMSELVES IN FOSTER CARE HAVE FACED 
VERY CHALLENGING LIFE CIRCUMSTANCES 
THAT IMPACT THEIR EVERYDAY 
LIVES, LIFELONG ADJUSTMENT, AND 
EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS. 

Through no fault of their own, many have experienced severe abuse or neglect 

resulting in separation from their family and engagement with the child welfare 

system. The primary focus of the child welfare system, caregivers and the 

family courts is on the child’s safety, health and stability and not necessarily 

on education success.

Too often, this issue is further exacerbated by caregivers who lack the experience, 

knowledge and skills to advocate for school stability and timely support services. 

Many caregivers have little if any experience with higher education and often lack 

advocacy skills. Children and youth of color are also overrepresented in foster 

care and have poor outcomes after leaving care. This can include homelessness, 

adjudication and substance abuse. Supported postsecondary education and training 

success is critical for these youth if they are to achieve wellbeing as young adults.    

Despite these challenges, the majority of youth in foster desire to enroll in college, 

postsecondary training or be employed in a satisfying career. However, they too 

often lack the advocacy, guidance and encouragement needed to successfully 

overcome the many challenges faced by those in foster care. Ohio Reach works to 

bring child welfare, education, policymakers and advocates together to collectively 

address this issue.

Ohio Reach is working to better inform professionals how to inspire youth in foster 

care and their parents/caregivers for aspire, prepare for and engage successfully 

in postsecondary education and training programs. A coordinated effort by 

courts, child welfare, schools, policy makers and advocates is needed if improved 

outcomes are to be achieved. Ohio Reach is central to this work in Ohio. 

UNDERLYING
FACTORS
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WORK TO DATE
Ohio Reach has familiarized higher education professionals 

to the many challenges and opportunities for young adults 

in and from foster care. Where does a student go during 

academic year breaks such as Christmas and the summer?  

Who does a foster alum call during the inevitable crisis of 

college life?

Ohio Reach works to inspire, train and educate key 

players for foster scholar success using data, best practices 

and networking. Goals also include enhancing policies 

and resources to facilitate these scholars to succeed. 

Collaboration among the child welfare system, high school 

college access professionals, community resources and 

higher education professionals including student services 

and financial aid professionals has been the hallmark of 

Ohio Reach

SOCIETAL IMPACT / THE NUMBERS
Each year, over 1,000 foster youth age out of the Ohio 

child welfare system without legal permanence, such 

as reunification with their birth families, legal custody 

to a relative or kin, or adoption. These youth are 

legally ‘independent’ and too often ill prepared to be 

gainfully prepared, have health insurance or prepared to 

successfully pursue postsecondary education or training 

options. They are commonly lacking an adequate support 

network to help navigate the difficult pathway to healthy 

community integration. This often results in high levels 

of homelessness, unemployment or underemployment, 

adjudication, pregnancy and health concerns.   

According to recent research, the human brain does not 

reach full maturity until at least the mid 20s.). Consensus 

is emerging that an 18-year old is not the same person she 

or he will be at 25.2 Over 50% of young men and women 

age 18 to 24 continue reside in their parents’ home as of 

2011, and this is a rising trend according to the US Census 

Bureau.3 The Pew Research Center found that declining 

employment in this age group accounts for much of this 

delayed independence.4

Of course for foster youth, pursuing their education 

beyond high school is difficult to achieve due to a variety 

of factors. Not only do they lack a supportive family to 

reside with, but fewer foster youth graduate high school 

than their non-foster peers. Many enter college, but do 

not succeed in achieving a professional certificate or a 

degree due to poor academic skills. Fewer foster alums 

are working, and the average annual income of those 

working is significantly lower. National statistics for foster 

children who turn 18 and “age out” of the system are not 

encouraging, as shown by the table below comparing these 

transitioned youth to the general young adult population.

WORK COMPLETED
& IMPACT

FOSTER YOUTH ARE COMMONLY LACKING AN ADEQUATE SUPPORT 
NETWORK TO HELP NAVIGATE THE DIFFICULT PATHWAY TO  

HEALTHY COMMUNITY INTEGRATION.
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FORMER FOSTER YOUTH  
VS GENERAL POPULATION5

Furthermore, we know that without an education, our transitioning young adults from foster care will always be at risk of 

housing instability, and homelessness. For those that purchase a home, foreclosure is a risk if they are unable to achieve a 

sustainable income for housing and mortgage costs. By age 26, 36% of the young people from foster care reported at least 

one episode of homelessness.6

Succeeding in post-secondary education—whether in a professional certificate program, 2 year community college or 

traditional four year college program—will enhance the capacity of these young adults for earnings, housing stability and 

home ownership. And of course become a contributing member of society.

COMPARING  
26 YEAR OLDS

MIDWEST STUDY 
FOSTER ALUMS

ADD HEALTH STUDY
GENERAL POPULATION

No high school diploma  
or GED:

High school diploma only:

GED only:

One or more years of college,  
but no degree:

2-year college degree: 

4-year college degree: 

One or more years of  
graduate school: 

Currently employed:

Mean hours worked / week:

Mean income at age 25:

20%

31%

9%

32%

4%

3%

1%

48%

36

$13,989

6%

18%

4%

26%

10%

24%

13%

80%

41

$32,312
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TACKLING  
THE ISSUE

WHAT ARE OTHER STATES DOING  
TO PROMOTE IMPROVED  
COLLEGE OUTCOMES?
Ten states, including Ohio, now have some type of higher education/child welfare/community-based collaboration model 

that is advancing effective policy and practice throughout these states. 

 

THESE STATEWIDE SYSTEM APPROACHES ARE PROVIDING STUDENTS 
WITH IMPROVED SERVICES AND INCREASED SUCCESS IN HIGHER 

EDUCATION. COLLEGES IN THESE STATES ARE REALIZING INCREASED 
RATES OF ENROLLMENT, RETENTION AND PROGRAM COMPLETION  

FOR THEIR STUDENTS FROM FOSTER CARE.

• Florida Reach • Education Reach  
 for Texans 

• Georgia Embark 

• North Carolina Reach

• Great Expectations

• Passport to 
 College Promise

• Fostering Success   
 Michigan 

• California 
 College  
 Pathways

• Kansas Kids  
 @ Gear Up  
 Program  

• Ohio Reach
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TWENTY TWO STATES NOW HAVE 
SOME TYPE OF POLICY IN PLACE THAT 
GRANTS TUITION WAIVERS FOR COLLEGE 
STUDENTS FROM FOSTER CARE. 
These students usually also qualify for significant federal financial assistance such as Education and Training Vouchers 

(ETVs), Pell grants and Work Study. Combined, these funds can cover most of the total cost of college attendance at two 

and four year public institutions Tuition waivers also send a clear message to those in foster care, their social workers, 

teachers, counselors and caregivers that higher education engagement is possible and the importance of college.

Casey Family Programs and other organizations have 

published guides to preparing and supporting students 

for postsecondary education programs.7,8,9 These are 

widely disseminated and used throughout the country 

and include:

• Supporting Success: Improving Higher Education 

Outcomes for Students from Foster Care 

(Version 2.0) to assist in program efforts, along 

with other resources.

• It’s My Life:  

Postsecondary Education and Training

• Providing Effective Financial Aid Assistance 

to Students from Foster Care and 

Homeless Students 

• Foster Youth Campus Support Programs: 

A Leadership Guide

• Campus Connections: Securing Campus Housing 

& Other Supports for Youth Who Were in 

Foster Care

The American Bar Association and Casey Family Programs 

have established the ABA Legal Center for Foster Care 

and Education. They provide information, technical 

assistance and resources to improve education outcomes 

for primary, secondary and post-secondary education.10 

State collaboration efforts with community based 

organizations, colleges, child welfare, advocates, 

policymakers and grant makers is showing impressive 

results. The number of high quality resources, toolkits and 

peer supports continues to grow. Graduation celebrations 

across the country now include more and more students 

from foster care to exemplify the importance of this work 

and dedication.

TACKLING  
THE ISSUE
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TACKLING  
THE ISSUE

WHAT IS OHIO DOING 
TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?
After several years of initial enthusiastic collaboration including cross system 

trainings and establishing foster care liaisons at several Ohio colleges, Ohio 

Attorney General Mike DeWine awarded a five year grant to the Public Children 

Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO) to formalize the Ohio Reach Advisory 

Board, support a full time program coordinator position and develop the capacity 

to spread effective student support models at colleges, universities and training 

programs statewide. 

We are grateful to Ohio Attorney General DeWine for investing in our foster 

scholars—young adults that have not and do not have the support of family 

members for ongoing success in life. We believe an intentional effort to engage 

students from foster care, child welfare, college access and higher education 

communities in a joint effort supporting higher educational success will lead to 

improved outcomes including safe, secure and affordable housing for these young 

adults and their future families. 

OHIO REACH’S MISSION:
TO IMPROVE POST-SECONDARY 
OUTCOMES FOR FOSTER CARE YOUTH 
AND ALUMNI THROUGH 
 
LEADERSHIP 
EMPOWERMENT 
ADVOCACY 
RESEARCH  
NETWORKING 
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NATIONAL LEADERSHIP MODEL
Ohio Reach has become a catalyst for other agencies 

and other states with higher education/child welfare 

collaborations that support young adults from foster care 

in state colleges. 

Current conversations are taking place about needed 

policy for in-state tuition waivers for Ohio foster scholars. 

Twenty two states now have some type of tuition waiver 

policy in place for their students in foster care. Most 

recently, Oregon, Arizona and New Mexico passed tuition 

waiver legislation. The Ohio Reach Advisory Board is now 

exploring the key performance outcome mechanisms used 

by other states. 

EMPOWERMENT EFFORTS
OHIO REACH SUMMIT:
This one-day conference has been designed to bring together 

professionals from child welfare and higher education 

across the state to further identify promising practices and 

share how best to support students from foster care. This 

October, we collaborated and combined with the ODJFS 

sponsored Connect the Dots Conference. Having a joint 

event at a common venue for foster youth, vocational, 

higher education and child welfare professionals provided 

exceptional opportunities for cross system sharing. The day 

included inspiring plenary speakers, numerous workshops 

geared for youth, adult supporters and joint audiences, a 

resume clinic, a college application ACT/SAT/FAFSA clinic, 

apprenticeship stations and a Dress for Success Salon. 

OHIO REACH WEBSITE: 
The Ohio Reach Coordinator is working with Advisory 

Board members and youth on the website design, to bring 

the vision of Ohio Reach to the web. This website will 

be user-friendly, but most of all serve as a resource hub 

for foster scholars, professionals, caregivers, community 

partners and other stakeholders. 

OHIO REACH SAFETY NET POLICY: 
This policy has been established to assist foster scholars 

who are enrolled in higher education to deal with an 

immediate crisis in order to stay in school. Scholars may 

receive funding for one emergency per school year. The 

maximum amount a student can receive is $500.00. 

Consultation is made to ensure all other resources are 

explored, and the student must address a plan to avoid 

such crisis ongoing. This type of emergency or ‘family’ fund 

has been shown to increase retention and graduation rates 

in many colleges and scholarship programs such as the 

Casey Family Scholars Program. 

LEADERSHIP & 
EMPOWERMENT 
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OHIO REACH REGIONAL TRAININGS
WITH CAMPUS LIAISONS:
Regional Trainings bring together college professionals to 

introduce concepts and best practices in dealing with Foster 

Scholars at their respective institutions. Establishing foster 

care liaisons in all Ohio colleges is essential, but training 

liaisons to deliver effective support services using a common 

framework is important. This training was designed to 

improve retention and graduation rates with Foster Scholars. 

Events were held at the following institutions in 
the spring of 2014:

RECENT RESEARCH
Dr. Alvin Mares, OSU College of Social Work (Higher Education Chair of the Ohio Reach Advisory Board) collected data on 

Ohio Title IV-E Chafee ETV (Education, Training Voucher) recipients. The data below has allowed for us to be intentional in our 

conversation with partners. We are also working closely with Foster to Success, the entity that supports Ohio’s ETV students, 

as well as several other large states’ ETV supports. This group has significant experience and lessons to share.

THE TOP ETV ATTENDED INSTITUTIONS ARE PROVIDED BELOW. 
243 OF 442 OHIO ETV STUDENTS ATTEND THESE 13 SCHOOLS:

ADVOCACY  
& RESEARCH

•  Ohio University 

•  Columbus State  
 Community College 

• Bowling Green  
 State University 

• Central State  
 University 

• Cuyahoga  
 Community College 

NAME REGION COUNTY MSA OBR OH REACH 
LIASON

SSS 
TRIO

ETV # TUITION RETENTION 
RATE

AVG STUDENT 
LOAN AMT

Columbus State CC CE Franklin Columbus CC Y Y 36 $2,958 47 % $4,355

University of Akron NE Summit Akron Univ Y N 33 $9,545 72% $6,560

Stark State College NE Stark Canton CC Y Y 17 $3,372 45% $6,554

Cuyahoga CC NE Cuyahoga Cleveland CC Y Y 52 $2,737 47 % $2,769

Youngstown State NE Mahoning Youngstown Univ Y N 7 $7,451 65 % $6,241

University of Toledo NW Lucas Toledo Univ Y Y 10 $8,788 65 % $6,304

Owens CC NW Wood Toledo CC N N 7 $3,874 44 % $5,575

Hocking College SE Athens ------- CC N Y 9 $3,993 36 % $5,323

Ohio University SE Athens ------- Univ Y Y 8 $9,936 80 % $6,575

Cincinnati State Tech CC SW Hamilton Cincinnati CC Y Y 14 $5,234 48 % $4,493

Sinclair CC SW Montgomery Dayton CC Y N 19 $1,951 51 % $4,413

Wright State University SW Montgomery Dayton Univ Y N 20 $8,542 62 % $7,233

Central State University SW Greene Dayton Univ Y Y 11 $5,672 55 % $6,840

Chart created by Alvin Mares, PhD, OSU College of Social Work (Data reflects academic year 2012-13)
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PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER STATES
Collaboration includes best practices sharing with leaders in 

other states such as Fostering Success Michigan, Education 

Reach for Texans and Georgia’s Embark program. National 

foundations such as Casey Family Programs and the 

Stewart Foundation will continue to provide Ohio Reach 

with information and share effective strategies with Ohio 

Reach’s Advisory Board. The Ohio Reach effort has a diverse 

Advisory Board representing Foster Student Alums; higher 

education including the Ohio Board of Regents, vocational 

schools, community colleges and four year universities; state 

and local child welfare leadership both public and private; 

juvenile court legal experts; mentoring leaders and others.

OUTREACH
Attending, exhibiting and presenting at key conferences 

and events has been a robust activity for our Ohio 

Reach Coordinator, including educating higher education 

professionals, high school college access professionals, child 

welfare professionals and foster youth students themselves. 

Ohio Reach has hosted five Ohio Reach Summits, bringing 

together a select group of child welfare, higher education and 

college access professionals to share information and best 

practices. The October 2014 Summit combined Ohio Reach 

and Connect the Dots, thereby bringing in foster youth, child 

welfare, vocational and higher education partners for a rich 

day of inspiration, learning and networking.

NETWORKING

OHIO REACH HAS HOSTED 
FIVE OHIO REACH SUMMITS, 

BRINGING TOGETHER A 
SELECT GROUP OF CHILD 

WELFARE, HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND COLLEGE ACCESS 

PROFESSIONALS TO SHARE 
INFORMATION AND 

BEST PRACTICES.
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WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

NETWORKING

STATE & LOCAL EFFORTS
BELOW IS A SAMPLING OF MANY OF THE STATE AND LOCAL EFFORTS 
CONTRIBUTING TO OHIO REACH, SUPPORTING FOSTER STUDENTS 
REACHING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION.

Foster Care Alumni of America Ohio chapter (FCCA Ohio)

Hamilton Education and Mentoring Initiative (HEMI)

Franklin County Children Services

National Center for Adoption Law and Policy (NCALP) at Capital University Law School

The statewide chapter of a national 
organization that exists to connect the 
alumni community and to transform policy 
and practice, ensuring opportunity for 
people in and from foster care.

A collaboration between local government, 
child welfare, higher education and 
community volunteers, HEMI mentors for 
HS foster youth. 

Targeted case management and supports 
for college bound and attending foster 
youth and alums.

The Foster Youth Advocacy Center 
(FYAC) is a multidisciplinary legal clinic that 
responds to the needs of emancipating 
foster youth.

Membership consists of former foster youth (ages 18+) and 
allies who share our mission. Ongoing activities include the 
Pay It Forward program, Suits for Success and hosting annual 
Thanksgiving Reunions for foster care teens and alumni.

HEMI provides Hamilton County foster youth a long-term 
academic mentoring relationship that begins in high school 
and is focused on awareness of, and preparation for, and 
completion of post-secondary education and training. The 
HEMI Program recruits, trains and supports mentors to 
establish positive, long-term relationships with foster care 
youth. HEMI mentors assist, encourage and support student 
academic achievement through high school and help create 
a direct pathway to higher education.

College Support Services for Franklin County foster scholars 
include college bound mentoring, college campus visits, ACT 
prep, assistance with FAFSA and OETV, financial incentives 
for ACT scores, acceptance and enrolling in college. Once 
the scholar is attending, FCCS helps with dorm set up, 
laptop and printer, care packages twice/year, assistance 
traveling to and from school, housing for breaks, linkage with 
support systems during campus visits, emergency financial 
assistance, summer academic tutoring if needed and wisdom, 
encouragement and moral support.

Provides legal assistance to youth who are currently in care or 
have recently emancipated. Helps them with civil issues that 
may impact their ability to pursue higher education, such as 
credit problems, housing and obtaining governmental assistance. 
Also helps the youth fill out the FAFSA and obtain other  
financial aid/scholarships/grants for which they are eligible.

www.fcaa-oh.org 

www.hemimentors.org/index.htm

www.franklincountyohio.gov/children_services/index.cfm

www.ncalp.org
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WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

WHO  WHAT WHERE

NETWORKING

Ohio Association of Child Caring Agencies (OACCA)

Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO)

Ohio Dept. of Job and Family Services (ODJFS)

Ohio Board of Regents

Wright State University – Independent Scholars Network (ISN)

The Overcoming Hurdles in Ohio Youth Advisory Board (OHIO YAB). 

A statewide association of child and 
family service providers providing 
community based services, network 
foster care, group and residential care 
for struggling youth and their families.

Membership organization of  
88 county public children  
services agencies.

Overseeing the child welfare system.

Overseeing all post-secondary 
education in Ohio.

Admitted Wright State University 
students who have been impacted by 
foster care.

Statewide organization of young people 
(ages 14-24) who have experienced  
foster care.

Co-founded Ohio Reach. Educates child and family service 
providers about opportunities for foster youth to pursue post-
secondary education. Championing state legislation, to expand 
supportive services to youth aging out of foster care to age 21. 
Convening state and local discussions about ways to design the 
new state program of services for youth aging out of foster care.

Hosts Ohio Reach Coordinator, co-founder of Ohio Reach.Promotes 
public child welfare professionals to prepare and facilitate successful 
higher education entry, retention and completion. Engages key 
stakeholders for foster scholar success.

Coordinates with Foster to Success to support Ohio Education and 
Training Voucher Program (Ohio ETV) which offers up to $5000 
per year for eligible former foster youth to financially assist in post 
education tuition and expenses. Transitional Youth Coordinators 
work closely with all parties to enhance practice. Connecting the 
Dots From Foster Care to Employment and Independent Living 
is a pilot program including education and training as important 
components. Currently working with The Ohio State University 
to evaluate the educational resources currently available and what 
additional support would be recommended.

Commitment and active participation with Ohio Reach. Seamless 
transfer of applicable degree credits from community colleges to 
four year public institutions. Commitment to first generation and 
minority students.

The Wright State University Independent Scholars Network (ISN) 
offers a bridge to students who emancipate from foster care 
into their new home at Wright State. ISN offers a wide range of 
services, including help with living arrangements, employment 
opportunities as well as resources and services to enhance the 
academic and social-cultural experiences for these students.

The OHIO YAB exists as the knowledgeable statewide voice that 
influences policies and practices effecting all youth who have or will 
experience out of home care. OHIO YAB ongoing activities include 
The OHIO YAB’s ongoing activities include quarterly statewide 
meetings, an annual Officer’s Retreat and Three Days on the Hill. 

www.oacca.org 
www.ohiofosteringconnections.org

www.pcsao.org

www.jfs.ohio.gov/ocf/olderyouthinitiatives.stm
www.jfs.ohio.gov/owd/Initiatives/ConnectingTheDots.stm  

www.ohiohighered.org/board

www.wright.edu/independent-scholars

www.pcsao.org/ohioyouth.htm
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RECENT POLICY EVENTS  
& RECOMMENDATIONS
IN RECENT YEARS, OHIO HAS ADVANCED  
POLICIES FOR OUR STUDENTS FROM FOSTER CARE:

• When the Chafee Education and Training Voucher (ETV) program first 

became available, Ohio connected with Foster to Success, http://www.

fc2success.org/ along with several other large states, to manage the 

program and provide support to these scholars. The dedication, expertise, 

innovation and ability to leverage scholarship resources for foster scholars 

have been phenomenal.

• ODJFS ensured accessible documentation for youth that had aged out of 

foster care (or been adopted as an older teenager) and eligible for the 

federal Chafee Education Training Vouchers for tuition and expenses. This 

made the process to document eligibility for these valuable ETV resources 

easier for foster students not familiar with negotiating large bureaucracies 

associated with both child welfare and higher education. 

• Pockets of excellence and collaborations at the community level, as 

outlined above, have supported some individual foster scholars.

• In 2007, Ohio changed policy to allow the cost of housing to be part of 

foster alum scholars’ Ohio College Opportunity Grant (OCOG) financial 

aid calculation for community college attendance. This recognized that 

while other students may be “commuters”, foster alums have no home 

base to commute from and will always have a housing cost. The support 

was incremental, however as total OCOG funds suffered significant cuts 

soon after the policy.

• The Ohio Board of Regents now has policy to ensure all Ohio community 

college credits successfully transfer to a four year public institution. And 

Chancellor John Carey’s commitment to success for First Generation 

students sets the stage for positive collaboration.

WHAT’S
RECOMMENDED?



14

WHAT’S NEXT FOR OHIO?
IT IS TIME FOR OHIO TO JOIN THE 22 OTHER 
STATES THAT NOW HAVE POLICIES IN PLACE 
GRANTING TUITION WAIVERS FOR FOSTER CARE 
ALUMS WHO ENROLL IN A POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION OR TRAINING PROGRAM. 

These students usually qualify for significant federal financial assistance, and the cost 

of a state tuition waiver policy very affordable, but critical to removing financial 

barriers for these foster scholars. Of course financial aid by itself is not a silver 

bullet, but with the momentum of formal Ohio Reach LEARN efforts—Leadership, 

Empowerment, Advocacy, Research and Networking—a guaranteed tuition waiver 

for admitted students making satisfactory progress towards program completion 

would go a long way toward addressing uncertainty and barriers for Ohio’s foster 

scholars. It also sends a powerful message to youth in care, their caregivers, social 

workers and educators that Ohio cares about their well being and will support them 

in higher education. 

Casey Family Programs has summarized the 22 state tuition waiver policies and the 

American Bar Association Legal Center for Foster Care and Education provides 

responses to commonly asked questions about tuition waiver programs: Tuition 

Waivers for Post-Secondary Education: Foster Care & Education Q & A.

Advocates have developed key elements of such a policy – including applying to 

the ensuring all other financial aid for tuition and fees is first leveraged before state 

investment; foster scholars to maintain good standing and academic progress at the 

institution, foster scholars be on a degree track leading to a certificate or degree 

soon after enrollment and ensuring the Ohio Board of Regents, ODJFS and Foster to 

Success track pertinent data to ensure policy success. 

Recognizing the resilience of foster scholars to change the course of their life through 

education is a worthy goal for Ohio to pursue.

NEXT STEPS
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